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fellow, he could pass anywhere for a nobleman." He
left Hamburg in triumph, trumpeters heading the pro-
cession, in which there were forty men in full armour,
and two great waggon-loads of booty. The foremost
men of the city conducted him to the gates.

Arrived at Ltibeck, Max Meyer entered It in the
same proud manner in which he had left Hamburg,
greatly impressing the townspeople by his wealth and
splendour. Among those who saw his entry and beheld
him with a favourable eye was the rich widow of the
Burgomaster Lunte. She lost her heart entirely to
the handsome blacksmith, and at last she married
him, sorely against the wish and will of her family.
Thus Max Me}^er became a person of importance in
Lilbeck, thanks to his marriage and his wife's connec-
tions, and, consequently, he was thrown into close
relations with Wullenweber. The latter was not slow to
recognize that he was dealing with no common person,
and that here might be the instrumental hand to aid
his schemes. And, indeed, Max Meyer soon became
Wullenweber's close ally.

It was while Liibcck was thus at war with the Neth-
erlands that Max Meyer, as commander of the city's
war-ships, approached the English coasts, hearing
that some twenty-four Dutch merchant vessels were
sailing in these waters. He hoped to capture them
and to obtain rich booty. In this attempt, however,
he failed ; but he took, instead, some Spanish ships
laden with English goods. This was a breach of the
peace, since the Hansa was not at war with England ;
but, regardless of this act, Meyer, perhaps because in
want of provisions, actually sailed into an English